
 

 
 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

EARLY LEARNING AND CARE ‘ESSENTIAL SERVICE’ ON THE BRINK OF MASS NATIONAL 

CLOSURES  

The early learning and care sector are on the brink of mass service closures across 

Australia from as early as next week if the Australian Government does not fast track 

further funding so services can keep their doors open.  

Early Learning and Care Council of Australia (ELACCA) CEO, Elizabeth Death said 

ELACCA members appreciated the Government initiatives for the sector thus far but, it 

is just not enough to mitigate impending mass service closures.  

“More than 80% of Australia’s early learning and care services are facing closure in the 

very near future and Australia wide we are looking at the potential of 150,000 job losses 

across the sector.  

“In simple and immediate terms that means people on the frontline, those that are 

working tirelessly to help Australians get through the COVID pandemic will not have 

care for their children.  

“Our services have been trying to stay open so they can do what they do best, 

educate and care for our children in a safe, secure, supportive and hygienic 

environment,  however it is at a critical point where it is no longer viable to remain 

open, “ Ms Death said.  

Ms Death said that many parents will be forced to put their children into care with older 

relatives and people who are deemed vulnerable to COVID-19 which completely 

counteracts the consistent message by Government to keep attending early learning 

as a safe place for children and families.  



“We urge the Australian Government to further consider the disastrous impact closure 

of early learning services across the country will have on families now and in the future 

when we commence economic recovery and business resumes.  

“Many of the hundreds of services that will close will not reopen and there is the 

potential of a critical shortfall in services and places for the 845,000 children who are 

currently enrolled Australia wide, not to mention the job losses for our skilled early years 

workforce.  

Big Fat Smile CEO, Jenni Hutchins and Chair of ELACCA, further reiterated that: 

“We have been contacted by many of our families who are anticipating if not already 

experiencing financial difficulties. As a not for profit community based organisation we 

are striving to find the best outcome for everyone, particularly ways to support our 3,500 

local families, our 600 local staff and most importantly our children who require the 

continuation of our services for the future.” 

“Through my role with ELACCA, we have engaged with Government on a sector 

viability package and urgently need more detail and timelines on how this is being 

considered so we can preserve the services to our families in the future and the 

employment of our workforce,” Ms Hutchins said  
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2.  

About Big Fat Smile  

Big Fat Smile enriches the lives and minds of children and families in their communities. It’s their 

reason for being.  

They are driven by the core organisational values of safety, leadership, integrity, inclusion, child 

centric, collaboration. Their mission is to be Australia’s best-run and most respected provider of 

programs, services and products to support the wellbeing of kids, families and the community. 
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They engage highly qualified, passionate educators so that every child has the best start to life 

and learning. Quality is central to everything Big Fat Smile does, and they are proud to be a top 

quality performer for early education and school age care. 

Headquartered in Corrimal, Big Fat Smile employs more than 600 staff at 41 early learning and 

school age care centres in 11 local government areas across the Illawarra, Sydney Metropolitan 

Area, Southern Highlands, Wollondilly and Tablelands. 

For more information, visit: http://bigfatsmile.com.au/.  


