
                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 What is language and literacy?  

Language and literacy development requires children to have the 

opportunity to listen, speak, read, and write.  Children’s literacy skills 

develop across a range of situations. For example, through 

interactions with yourself and others, conversations, reading and 

listening to stories (told stories or from books), exposure to print 

within their environment, play, music and rhymes, and their 

experience with the digital world. Research shows that emergent 

reading and writing skills are linked to children who have been 

immersed in a language rich environment and exposed to an 

expansive vocabulary. 

 

Play is the work of 

children, and children 

learn best through play. 

Our National Early Years 

Learning Framework 

(EYLF) states that play-

based learning is “a 

context for learning 

through which children 

organise and make sense 

of their social world, as 

they actively engage with 

people, objects and 

representations” 
(EYLF, 2009, p46) 

 

How can play enhance children’s  
language and literacy skills? 

Research supports the link between play and literacy, as play provides 

children with a meaningful context for learning literacy concepts and 

skills. For example, dramatic or imaginative play enables children to 

develop communication skills, listen, engage in play narratives, act out 

stories they have heard or seen, and associate print with meaning e.g. 

the use of menus in dramatic play. Children learn that people use text 

in different ways in everyday situations. Play spaces that incorporate 

text (signs, books, cooking experiences using a recipe, writing 

equipment and stationary for drawing, making letters, cards etc.) all 

aid in a literacy-rich learning environment. Play-based learning 

opportunities that are enjoyable and fun motivate children to build on 

their verbal and non-verbal skills, and their emergent receptive 

language abilities (listening and reading) and expressive language 

skills (speaking and writing). These concepts and skills can be learnt 

through shared reading experiences. For example, reading stories, 

telling stories, predicting sequences in stories, listening to children’s 

stories, dramatising stories, writing stories etc. Furthermore, literacy 

and language skills are learnt by listening and participating in 

conversations, interactions during play, games involving elements of 

problem solving, or musical experiences (singing songs, nursery 

rhymes).  

 

Supporting Language and  
Literacy development through play 
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Listening is part of literacy development. Kinderling is a popular 

children’s radio station suitable for children Birth –  7 years old. They 

include a range of shows and playlists to compliment the daily 

routine. Kinderling conversations target parents/carers. Families can 

tune in and listen live, or choose from a recorded show. 

 

 

 

Listening is also important for older children (5 - 12 years), as this helps children make meaning of what they 

hear. Effective listening skills assist children when they are required to listen and respond to texts, use a wider 

vocabulary in their persuasive writing tasks, and use a skill called ‘purposeful listening’ that requires children to 

listen for specific instructions and information. Free audible books are available whilst schools are closed. There 

are 38 books for young children, e.g. Winnie the Pooh, Beatrix Potter, 42 tween stories inclusive of the Harry 

Potter series, Jungle book, and many other titles under teens and elementary school book titles.  Story time from 

Space is a novel way to listen to a story, as they broadcast from the International Space station. Astronauts read 

a range of stories (English and other languages), as books float, and they explain a little about where they are. 

Unite for literacy offers free multilingual books in seven languages (including English). National Simultaneous 

Story Time offers children an opportunity of listening and seeing a story signed in Auslan. There are also many 

Aboriginal Dreamtime stories available, stories such as the Dreamtime story of Waatji Pulyerl (the Blue wren), 

Tiddalick the Frog, and Big Rain Coming. Welcome to Country is another beautiful book by Aunty Joy Murphy, 

explaining the significance of Welcome to Country. 

Click here to start the story 

ABC education recently launched School on TV. It offers a variety of 

educational programs that will enhance language and literacy 

development. Short and curly is a series of podcasts aimed at children 

that are full of questions and ideas to get children thinking. A new 

series called Learn a word offers live streaming episodes and iView-

recorded episodes. It aims to assist primary aged children with a variety 

of common words that are referred to as unfair words as they do not 

conform to traditional phonics. 

Resources to support children in language and 
literacy development 

Reading stories with your child is a great way to build up their 

language and literacy skills in a positive, caring and nurturing learning 

environment.  You can read a book that you have at home, or enjoy a 

story with the aid of technology. Reading can become part of your 

everyday routine, e.g. before bedtime every night is a great way to 

share a story together. 

Story: Wombat Stew by Marcia Vaughan, Pamela Lofts (Illustrator) 

Encourage children to explore the concepts, predict rhymes, and ask 

questions. 

Learning benefits: Literacy (rhyming, text has meaning), Science 

(Australian animals, habitats, cooking) 

Extension ideas to explore: The day in life of a wombat,   

Wombat Wobble Song (with actions) 

Related Book: Diary of a wombat by Jackie French 

 

Click here to link to Kinderling 

Click here to link to the website 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://storytimefromspace.com/library/
https://storytimefromspace.com/library/
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/featured/new/book?BookId=1858
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=national+simultaneous+storytime+auslan
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=national+simultaneous+storytime+auslan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sle62XV0BO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y3Ta5xcKV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIhkV491UyE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEKUyht_fs8
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/shortandcurly/
https://www.abc.net.au/tveducation/programs/learn-a-word/12190152
https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/media/2520856/day-in-the-life-of-a-wombat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3jlIzkcr0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxN4g4aW2YE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Z6MapiRNWY
https://www.kinderling.com.au/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgrb7jfCM6QIVwworCh3KtAp6EAAYASAAEgJSAvD_BwE
https://www.abc.net.au/abcme/term-2-education-on-abc/12110236

